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INSIDE ISRAEL 

 
 
About JDC Israel: JDC has worked in partnership with the State of Israel to address the needs of the country’s most 
vulnerable populations, Jews and non-Jews alike. JDC’s work has evolved over time from that of a direct service 
provider to a developer of new social and welfare programs serving those least able to participate fully in society. 
JDC-Israel develops new social service models to effectively address unmet and under-met social needs. Once 
developed, tested, and proven, these models are disseminated throughout the country as needed and integrated 
by JDC’s Israeli partners as routine elements of the social services they themselves provide. Through strategic 
interventions, JDC-Israel touches the lives of 1 in 4 Israelis, assisting the most vulnerable target populations such 
as: children and youth at risk and their families, the elderly, immigrant groups, chronically unemployed, and the 
disabled. In 2007, JDC-Israel was awarded the Israel Prize for Lifetime Achievement and Special Contribution to 
Society and the State of Israel, the Jewish state’s highest civilian honor.   
 

Day One:: Welcome to Israel 
 
3:00 PM Group meets in Jerusalem 
  
4:00 PM Welcome to Israel! Introduction by JDC Entwine Staff, followed by Core Conversation #1, 

Kavanah (Intention) 
 
5:30 PM Introduction to JDC Israel’s Social Landscape and Key Social Issues by Galit Sagie, Director of 

Planning and Development 
 
Galit Sagie is JDC-Israel's Director of Planning and Development. In this capacity, Galit directs and coordinates JDC-
Israel's strategic planning and organizational learning processes, with an emphasis on organization-wide agendas 
and new, cutting-edge issues. Galit joined JDC in 1997.  Prior to being appointed to her current position in 2008, Galit 
served as acting director of ELKA, JDC's Division for Voluntarism and Philanthropy, and training and development unit 
for senior officials in Israel's social services.  
 
7:30 PM Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem  
 
Day Two: “It’s Not All Black and White”: Inside Israel’s Ultra-Orthodox Communities 
 
Please come dressed in modest clothing today for our visits in the religious community – knees and elbows covered. 
 
7:45 AM  Breakfast at the Hotel 
 
8:30 AM  Depart Hotel 
 
9:00 AM Interactive Tour of JDC Israel Headquarters guided by JSC Fellow  
 
JDC Entwine’s Global Jewish Service Corps (JSC) is a yearlong professional opportunity for recent college graduates 
and young professionals to directly engage with JDC’s global mission and actively fulfill the value of Jewish 
responsibility. JSC Fellows create innovative programs that respond to specific Jewish community needs, gain an 
understanding of pressing Jewish and humanitarian challenges around the world, and explore Jewish values 
underlying their service. JDC offers placements in Israel, the overseas Diaspora Jewish communities, and countries 
where JDC has non-sectarian projects. 
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9:45 AM Overview of Key Social and Economic Challenges Facing Israeli Society with Prof. Avi Weiss, 

Executive Director of the Taub Center 
  
The Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in Israel is an independent, non-partisan, socioeconomic research institute 
based in Jerusalem. The Center conducts high quality, impartial research on socioeconomic conditions in Israel, and 
develops innovative, equitable and practical options for macro public policies that advance the well-being of Israelis. 
The Center strives to influence public policy through direct communications with policy makers and by enriching the 
public debate that accompanies the decision making process. 
 
Prof. Weiss is the executive director of the Taub Center for Social Policy Studies in Israel. He holds a doctoral degree 
from the University of Chicago. He has presided as a member of the senior faculty of Bar-Ilan University since 1988 
and served as Chair of the Economics Department between 2005 and 2008. His area of expertise is Applied Economics 
and his research focuses on industrial organization, antitrust, labor economics, law and economics, and behavioral 
and experimental economics. Weiss is the editor of The Economic Quarterly – the journal of the Israel Economic 
Association – and is an associate editor of Economic Inquiry. 
 
11:00 AM Insight into Haredi Community & Values with Aharon Freedman, JDC International Relations 

Specialist on Haredi Issues 
 
Aharon Freedman serves as a senior writer in JDC's Resource Development Department. His professional focus is on 
JDC-TEVET, the division that promotes the integration of the chronically unemployed into the Israeli workforce, to 
help them escape poverty. Aharon helps North American audiences understand the barriers that growing sectors of 
Israeli society face in integrating successfully into the Israeli workforce, and how JDC works to remove those barriers 
in partnership with the Israeli government.     
 
12:00 PM Depart to Lunch 
 
12:45 PM Lunch at "AirCafe" 

 
Bnei Brak is a city located on the central Mediterranean coastal plain in Israel, east of Tel Aviv. A center of Ultra-
Orthodox Judaism, Bnei Brak had a population of 188,964 in 2016.  It is one of the poorest and most densely populated 
cities in Israel, and the fifth most densely populated city in the world.  
 
2:45 PM Guided Walking Tour of the Bnei Brak with Aharon Freedman 
 
3:30 PM  Visit "Mercaz Otzma" in Bnei Brak, meet with Rachel Schremer, Arlet Moyal, and Aviv Agami, 

alumnus of JDC's "Digital Leaders" Program 
 
Rachel Schremer is Deputy Treasurer and Director of Budgets Department, Bnei Brak Municipality. Arlette Moyal is 
the Director of Social Services, Bnei Brak Municipality. Aviv Agami is the Director of the Innovation Department, Bnei 
Brak Municipality.  
 
JDC's Digital Leaders Program partners with the government of Israel in teaching and encouraging municipal and 
governmental civil servants to create social change through digitization, thus improving the quality of life for Israel’s 
citizens, in particular, it's most vulnerable populations.  
                           
7:00 PM Arrive at Hotel, Freshen Up and Dress for Dinner 
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8:00 PM Dinner at "Eucalyptus" with Asher Ostrin, JDC's Senior Executive for International Affairs 
 
Asher Ostrin, JDC's Senior Executive for International Affairs, is one of the world’s foremost experts on post-Soviet 
Jewish life. For more than two decades, he oversaw the creation and development of JDC’s multi-faceted welfare and 
Jewish community development program across the former Soviet Union. 
                           
9:30 PM  Optional Visit to the Kotel 
   
Overnight: Prima Royale Hotel, Jerusalem 
 
 
Day Three: Startup with a Heart - Social Innovation in Israel 
 
7:00 AM  Breakfast at the Hotel, Check-Out  
  
8:30 AM  Depart to Lod  
 
Lod is a mixed Jewish-Arab city southeast of Tel Aviv. Although the city has been plagued by a poor image for decades, 
dozens of projects are under way to improve life in the city. 
 
10:00 AM Visit JDC's Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship with Shimon Levy, JDC Israel Chief of Staff 
 
JDC's Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship Hub is a space where young minds come together to solve Israel's 
social issues through innovative businesses and groundbreaking community projects. 
 
Shimon Levy is the Chief of Staff and Senior Executive Assistant at JDC Israel. He acts as a senior adviser to the CEO 
and devotes much of his time to helping the organization constantly develop and implement cross-cutting strategic 
goals and priorities. Shimon is heavily involved in promoting innovation throughout JDC Israel, mainly in the fields of 
technology and its integration in the social arena, human resources, and corporate culture.   

11:00 AM Break  
 
11:15 AM    Meeting with Gili Swary, Venture Development Manager at the Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Social Hub 
 
As Venture Development Manager at the Innovation and Entrepreneurship Social Hub, Gili Swary has  
created, developed and managed the acceleration and the seeding phases of the social entrepreneurs  
program at the Hub. Gili supervises the entrepreneurs while at the Hub, matches them with mentors, and  
follows up with them after they graduate the program.      
 
11:45 AM Meet the entrepreneurs and learn about their social innovation projects  
 
1:00 PM Depart to Tel Aviv 
 
1:45 PM Lunch at "Cafe Landwer" 
   
3:00 PM Visit JDC’s Digital Talent Program at Google Israel  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Aviv
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JDC's Digital Talent program trains Israelis from the most economically vulnerable communities in digital 
professions. This creates an affordable, accessible path for disadvantaged Israelis to enter lucrative careers in a 
high-tech environment where they can continue to learn and advance. A secondary purpose of the program is to 
draw on untapped human resources from underrepresented populations in the Israeli high-tech industry: Arabs, 
Ethiopian-Israelis, the ultra-Orthodox, and Israelis with disabilities. 
 
4:00 PM   Depart for Kibbutz Nahsholim 
 
Nahsholim is a kibbutz and beach resort in northern Israel. In 1891, Baron Rothschild founded a glass bottle factory. 
Today it is an archaeological museum with displays of objects found in the excavations at Tel Dor. 
  
5:30 PM Check-In at hotel  
 
Nahsholim Seaside Resort 
http://www.nahsholim.co.il/en 

Kibbutz Nahsholim 
 
6:15 PM Short walk to Tel Dor National Park, enjoy sunset over the sea. Core Conversation #2, Ben Am 

Le’Artso (Relationship Between a People and Its Land)   
 
Tel Dor National Park – the remains of an ancient city and an ancient harbor, built at this location because of the 
natural inlets of the shoreline. The archeological mound rises up above the waterline, providing breathtaking views. 
 
8:30 PM BBQ Dinner, Bonfire on the Beach 

 
Overnight at Kibbutz Nahsholim  
 
Day Four: : Inside Israel’s Arab Communities  
 

7:30 AM  Breakfast at the hotel and check-out 
 
8:30 AM Explore Israel's Arab Community with Avivit Hai, Program Director of the Inter- Agency Task Force 

(IATF) 
                    
The Inter-Agency Task Force on Israeli Arab Issues is a coalition of North American Jewish organizations, 
foundations, private philanthropists and international affiliates, who are committed to the welfare of Israel and 
support the Jewish state's right to a secure and peaceful existence. The Task Force exists to create greater 
coordination within and maximum impact of the organized Jewish community and is housed in the JDC offices.  
 
Avivit Hai is the Program Director in Israel for the Inter Agency Task Force on Israeli Arab Issues.  In this capacity she 
is the "eyes and ears" of the Task Force on the ground, liaising with local players - from government offices to Arab, 
Jewish and joint NGOs - in order to maintain up to date acquaintance with the field, assisting our members in their 
missions and educational programs and leading a number of information-sharing and coalition-building efforts. 
 
9:30 AM  Depart to Baqa-al-Gharbiyye  
 

Baqa al-Gharbiyye is a predominantly Muslim Arab city in the Haifa District of Israel. Located near the Green Line in 
an area known as "The Triangle", it includes three major Arab municipalities. In 2016, the city had a population of 
28,526.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kibbutz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmond_James_de_Rothschild
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Dor
http://www.nahsholim.co.il/en
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10:15 AM Visit an Israeli elementary school for youth-at-risk, meet school director and teaching staff and 

learn about JDC's "Green Learning" Program  
 
JDC's Green Learning Program is a 5-year pilot program that aims to help Israeli elementary school children, many 
in at-risk situations, develop their physical, social-emotional, and academic capabilities through meaningful outdoor 
learning environments. It targets geographic areas classified as low on the government's socioeconomic scale, with 
an emphasis on actively reaching children within these schools.  
 
11:00 AM           Outdoor activity with the school children  
 
12:00 PM  Depart to Depart to Umm al-Fahm 
 
Umm al-Fahm is a city located in the Haifa District of Israel. In 2016 its population was 53,306, nearly all of whom 
are Muslim Arab citizens of Israel. Umm al-Fahm is the social, cultural and economic center for residents of the Wadi 
Ara and the Triangle regions 
 
12:45 PM Lunch at "El Babur"  
  
 
2:00 PM  Visit the Riyan Employment Center in Umm al-Fahm, tour the facility and meet with clients 
 
Over 53% of Israeli-Arab families live in poverty. In response, JDC-TEVET has established 21 Riyan Arab Employment 
Centers all over Israel to help Arab-Israelis, no matter their age, experience or education learn how to get a job to 
support themselves and their families. Each center is staffed by Arab-Israelis who know their communities intimately, 
with programming tailored to address each community’s weakness. Riyan Arab Employment Centers work in three 
main areas: community outreach, guidance and placement of participants, and employer outreach. Staff members 
lead forums in public, social settings to answer questions and create a buzz within the community 
 
3:30 PM  Wrap-Up Discussion with Avivit Hai 
 
4:30 PM  Depart to Tel Aviv 

  
7:30 PM Core Conversation #3, Kol Yisrael Areivim Ze La’Ze (All Jews are Responsible for One Another)   
 
8:30 PM  Optional Dinner or Free Night Out in Tel Aviv 
 
Day Five:: Tikun Olam at Home and Abroad - JDC's Non-Sectarian Initiatives 
 
7:00 AM Breakfast at Hotel 
 
8:00 AM Depart for South Tel Aviv 
                           
8:30 AM Tour of South Tel Aviv with Jean-Marc Liling  
 
Jean-Marc Liling is the Executive Director of CIMI - the Center for International Migration and Integration. As an 
attorney, Jean-Marc worked in Israel at the Ministry of Justice and at the Prime Minister's office before becoming a 
senior member of the protection team at UNHCR's Israel office. Before joining CIMI, Jean-Marc was part of the Joint 
Distribution Committee's International Relations team. For more than a decade, Jean-Marc has specialized in 
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migration and refugee law and played a role in encouraging cooperation between government agencies and civil 
society organizations in supporting migrant populations in Israel.  
 
10:00 AM Visit Mesilah with Entwine JSC Summer Experience Fellows participate in an activity with children 

of the work-migrant and asylum seeker communities. 
  
The JDC Entwine JSC Summer Experience is an immersive 1-2 month overseas volunteer program for young adults 
looking to connect to the global Jewish world.  
 
Mesila - Aid and Information Center for Migrant Workers and Refugees was founded by the Tel Aviv-Yafo 
Municipality in 1999. The organization provides an appropriate and comprehensive response to the rights and needs 
of the tens of thousands of legal and illegal migrant workers and refugees living in and around the city. Mesila’s main 
objective is to grant social, educational and medical assistance to the city’s refugees and migrant workers 
 
12:00 PM Lunch at Jaffa flea Market 
 
1:30 PM  Depart to Yeshivat Bina  
 
The Bina Secular Yeshiva is the only non-orthodox institute of its kind in Israel today. Over 500 young adults from 
Israel and all over the world, study Jewish texts and Jewish culture intensively from sources ranging from the Bible 
and Gemara to classic Israeli literature and Zionist history Situated in the disadvantaged neighborhood of south Tel 
Aviv, the Secular Yeshiva aspires to create dialogue between text study and community work; a dialogue which, BINA 
believes, has the power to enhance both. With branches in Jerusalem and Beer Sheva, the Secular Yeshivas hope to 
become a cultural home for young adults seeking a meaningful pluralistic Jewish experience. 
   
2:00 PM Panel of JDC's Global Response and Innovative Development (GRID) team discussing the values 

and strategy that drive JDC’s international development work. Panel speakers include Maya 
Kroitoru, JDC Senior Program Director for Disaster Response, and Arieh Doobov, Director of Tikkun 
Olam Ventures.  

 
In accordance with the Jewish ideal of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world), JDC’s Global Response and Innovative 
Development (GRID), provides a Jewish response to human suffering across the globe. When disasters strike, JDC is 
quick to mobilize its expert professionals and its network of local, US, Israeli, and global partners to provide 
immediate relief and long-term assistance. 
 
Arieh Doobov leads partnership development for JDC's global staff with the aim of strengthening JDCs orientation 
towards and capacity to maximize the value created through partnerships. The major strategic partnership in his 
portfolio is establishing and managing JDC's evergreen debt impact fund – Tikkun Olam Ventures. Prior to this  role, 
Arieh led JDC's Global Program and Planning Team, served as Special Advisor to the Executive Vice President, and 
Director of Special Projects in JDC’s former Soviet Union Department.  
 
With a passion for travelling, people, Judaism, and humanitarian action, Maya Kroitoru is the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee's Senior Program Director for Disaster Response. Prior to joining JDC, Maya served as the 
Israel Director of the Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) General Assembly. Maya was the Jerusalem-based 
representative of the JFNA Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab Equality and Shared Society. In this capacity, she 
tracked organizational and social developments, engaged with Arab civil society and promoted the Fund's 
programmatic impact to its North American investors.   
 
3:15 PM  Break 
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3:30 PM How do we prioritize? Discussion about Decision making with Aviva Steinberger, Director of Global 

Planning at JDC 
 
Aviva Steinberger joined JDC in 2013 and has been implementing best practices for the organization's review of its 
goals and priorities. She works with lay leadership and senior regional staff on cross-organizational issues, designing 
and executing the processes involved in a global strategic review. Aviva works toward integrating JDC's extensive 
reach and activities into the global budget's annual cycle and  

5:00 PM  Free time in Tel Aviv  
  
Overnight: Tal Hotel, Tel Aviv 
 
Day Six: Friday, June 22: Pushing the Boundaries of Inclusion  
 
8:00 AM  Breakfast at the Hotel 
 
9:00 AM  Depart Hotel to the "Marom Naveh" Sports Complex 
  
9:30 AM "Pushing the Boundaries of Inclusion", conversation with Sarah Groner, Partnerships and Resource 

Development Manager of JDC's Israel Unlimited Department and Tzipi Zipper, Client of JDC's 
Center for Independent Living (CIL) 

 
Sarah Groner is the Partnerships and Resource Development Manager of Israel Unlimited. Sarah has built 
a burgeoning career in the non-profit sector, where she has focused on communications, resource development and 
program management for social change organizations. Since making Aliyah from the United States in 2005, Sarah 
has dedicated her career to fostering social justice in Israel. She is currently pursuing her Master’s degree in Public 
Policy from Tel Aviv University and she completed her Bachelor’s degree in Social Work at Bar-Ilan University. 

 

Originally from Colorado, Tzipi Zipper moved to Israel alone at the age of 15. Upon completing her military service 
as a combat commander, she became the first woman to pass a high-level training course to work at selected 
security checkpoints. Sadly, it was while working at one such checkpoint that Tzipi was hit by a car in an accident. 
Although her injuries appeared relatively minor at first, her condition soon deteriorated. Diagnosed with a chronic 
pain condition, the formerly agile young woman soon found herself in a wheelchair. Alone in Israel and faced with 
a major life adjustment, Tzipi could have easily lost her spirit. Instead, she discovered a new family through JDC's 
Center for Independent Living (CIL) in Tel Aviv.  

  
10:15 AM Krav-Maga Lesson with "Eitan-Everybody can", a JDC Fitness and Martial Arts Instructor Training 

Program for People with Autism  
   
Through Israel Unlimited’ s partnership with Eitan – Everybody Can, groups of people with autism and with various 
developmental disabilities train in teaching martial arts and fitness as a means to gaining confidence, improving 
health, and connecting with the broader community. This program provides a unique opportunity for people with 
disabilities to become fitness trainers, improve their own lives and train others, with and without disabilities.   This 
aims to combat some of the serious health problems faced by people swith disabilities, and their lack of access to 
sports and fitness activities, and to improve attitudes among the general population toward people with disabilities. 
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12:15 PM Depart for Pool Party at JDC Board Member Boaz Raam’s House 
 

4:00 PM Arrive at Hotel, Freshen-Up and Dress for Shabbat 
   
5:30 PM Walk to Kabbalat Shabbat  
  
6:00 PM Kabbalat Shabbat with Beit Tefilah Yisraeli 
  
Beit Tefilah Yisraeli is a multi-generational and inclusive community of committed and passionate Israelis, 
a synagogue without walls.  
 
7:45 PM Depart for Home Hospitality Shabbat Dinners with young Israelis and young adults who have made 

Aliyah from various global Jewish communities. 
 
Day Seven: Saturday, June 23: Taking Our Experience Home 

 
Morning Breakfast at the hotel 
 

Optional Shabbat services at choice of synagogues or free time 
 
10:00 PM Tour of Tel Aviv  
 

12:00 PM Lunch  
 
2:00 PM Free-time in Tel Aviv to explore and pack 
  
5:00 PM Core Conversation #4, Assiyah (Action) 
  
6:30 PM  Festive Closing Dinner on the Beach  

 
8:15 PM  Havdalah Ceremony 
 
9:00 PM  Hotel checkout, bus departs for airport 
 
 
 
 


